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UM-BASED NATIONAL PROGRAM RECEIVES ADDITIONAL FUNDING 
MISSOULA—
Promoting Excellence in End-of-Life Care, a year-old national program based at The 
University of Montana, has received a $799,904 grant from its parent organization, The Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation.
The program is one of the first and largest to offer financial and technical support for 
selected projects around the country to demonstrate innovative and creative examples of 
comprehensive end-of-life care in various systems and settings.
The funding will provide for operating expenses to continue the program for the 
coming year, according to Jeanne Twohig, deputy director.
“It covers our soliciting of new proposals, working with grantees, providing technical 
assistance and bringing grantees together to learn,” Twohig said. “It allows us to enter a very 
exciting phase of evaluating end-of-life care. Our grantees are working on ways to measure the 
impact of their care so that the entire field can benefit.”
In its first year the program supported 22 projects ranging from very rural to very 
urban. Among them is a project in 32 native villages in Alaska accessible only by air. Another 
is an inner-city project in Birmingham, Ala. One project involves end-of-life care at several 
prisons in three states. Funding for projects is based on recommendations from program 
administrators at UM but is separate from funding for administrative support.
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